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VENS MoKE, NoderT

June 3, 1969

—= =

Pzv, Rcizert J. Cénsncre,
Ecx 52
Zradfori, dew Hampshire

c&ar oS0,
A - 3= bt~ - . -~ Py - N =
At tae Bishco Girectien, I am enclesing a caecs
Fa~-- A Ty (Tomm et P - e = [=dle .=l 5 - -3
for Zcur aundred and [iftvy dollars ($450.) which siould
N [T 2T oy v PR 1 - ’
CTVer (Lile Saiary you aave act gzen vald Zor tiae mentas
g L] < T . .
CI ADrii and 'iavy.

Enc.

Take care and Sod bless.

IZ tiere is anytaing; I can o for you, »nleasz Zzel
Zrze to call cr me at anv time. Ycu know that I live at
St. tary's rectory in llanchester and the teleshene number
taer2 is (22-4613,

Fraternallv in Cnrist,

Rev. Raymona G. Lapointe
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June 3, 1969 .

Bishop,

Fr. Hannigan called this morning. He had spent one and a half hours
talking with Fr. Densmore.

He wishes to inform you that Fr. Densmore absolutely refuses to come

in to see you or accept any assignment other than being re-instated
as assistant in Newport.

‘

here is no basis to the rumor that he is working in a sawmill in
~ewport. : s - o ;

Fr. Hannigan claims that it is no longer'possible to speak with him.

Ray
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Dc«us M6 RE, alem-

‘June 17, 1969

Fr. Hannigan contacted by telephone. He will check this out
with Fr. Donnelley and Fr. Densmore.

RGL
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J 69 - ‘
une 19, 1969 DENSMO/QE, POLEI&T
Bishop,

Fr. Hannigan called this morning. He had just visited Fr. Densmore,

as per your instructions, to check ou the possibility of his accepting
another assignment in the Fall if Fr. Donnelley agreed to have him service
the mission church of Newport.

ir 3 Féll, he would not accept an assignment to a city parish and any
as. _.-ment he accepted would be conditional. He would have to be consulted
and the assignment would have to suit him,

Fr. Hannigan really believes that Fr. Densmore is sick and that his
faculties should be suspended, :

RGL
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' June 29, 1969

~~ar Tom,

Thank you very much for your continuing interest in my situation --
your visits, calls, etc. I am very grateful for all the time and effort
you have expended in my behalf. :

I am writing to you now in your capacity as chairman of the Per-
?onnel Boadd. I think I should set down for you my ideas about the
uture, '

To begin with, I believe that there must be further personnel
changes in the church of Newport. However, this is not my concern,
since I no longer have my status in that church, having been deprived
of my duties there on April 1st. In due time, usually, all things
work out for the best, and I am sure that they will in Newport. The
Bishop, faced with continued disccntent and unhappincss there, will
undoubtedly do something to alleviate the situation.

As for myself, I cannot predict with any certainty about the
future, no more than anyone can. But I am now sure of certain
decisions which I have taken over the past few months.

FIRST, I will never live in another man's house again -- unless

it is strictly a business arrangement, and I can rent my quarters on
a business-like basis, The life of sub-human and juvenile dependence
-~ ch I have suffered on three occasions in the past in pastor-curate-

'tory situations was such that I would never knowingly enter into
...zt type of arrangement again. (That is one reason, among many, that
I did not go to St. Mary's, Claremont -- the situation there is an
outstanding example of all the worst featurds of this system). I have
no objection to working in association with another priest, or in
working under his direction. I have always welcomed knowledgeable
direction. But I can't see why I should also eat and sleep in his
house, so thaé I end up selling my soul to him,

SECOND, I would never again leave this area permanently. Reasons
for my feeling this way are many. My people have lived in Sullivan
County for over 150 years, and their graves are everywhere in this
county -- Charlestown, Unity, Acworth, Claremont, Newport, Cornish,
Roots like these may mean very little to some, but to me they are a
necessary source of strength and permanency which I would ncver care
to sever. Pcopie living here are my kind of people -- pecple I became
a priest to serve -- and I would not care to serve strangers elsewhere.
Jesus, too, refused to go to strangers, and said that he must remain
with his own pecple of Israel. Furthermore, from an ecclesial point
of view, I know these pecple's nentalities, manners, and attitudes
well, and I think that it would be irnsensitive and uneconcnical of the
Church to send me elsewhere to strangers, and to send another stranger
here. Finally, I have only so many years left.in this world, and quite
frankly, I do not care to spend them away from here -- and I will not
if I can help it. -
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Having stated these two premises, I will go on now to say that I
intend to live and die a priest. I have no other desire in this wrid
except to serve people in that special capacity to which I have been
‘rdained, and I am absolutely convinced that this, and only this, is

sat I am cut out to do. If the Bishop, having recognized as legitimate
the two premises outlined on the previous page, cares to utilize my
services, I will be grateful, because he will be giving me the oppor-
tunity to do what I think I can best do, to the advantage of all. But
if he is not willing to do so, then I will not complain, because I will
look upon my forced inactivity as a valuable form of su%fering which
can serve the Church,in the long rum, just as effectively as an active
ministry of preaching could. ("Unless the grain of wheat fall into
the ground and die......") I don't know how I would survive in these
circumstances. I suppose I would find some means of support which
would be removed from the pubMic eye, and that I would live as quietly
and inconspicuously as possible., It would not be an active priestly
existence, such as the public ministry of Jesus was, but at least it
would be carried out in basic human and Chd stian dagnity.

Having said these things in general, I will now get a bit more
specific. You are perhaps wondering what sort of concrete ministry I
could be given to, taking into consideration the two basic premises
outlined beforehand. Please permit me to outline a few ideas.

I intend to remain in this area permanently. However, there are
twenty-three towns in this area, any one of which I would be glad to
1ive and work in., Of these twenty-three towns, there are parishes
in only four of them (Claremont, Charlestown, Newport, New London) --
.~¢ a very high ratio. What I would like to do is mission work in

-ese remaining nineteen towns. I have no desire to infringe upon
.nother man's ministry or interfere in his territory. What 1 would
i1ike to do is to go into any of these nineteen towns, gather the
scattered Catholics who are there, and build them into « worshipping
and witnessing community, which I could serve by a priestly ministrye.
The objective would be not only providing a service to these people,
but also developing a Catholic presence in these towns -- not by
building buildings (they are too few and poor for that), but by
meeting together for worship and commanity activity, and by the
residential presence of the priest among them. '

These nineteen towns, with their population figures, are as follows:

Acworth - 371 Newbury - 342
Alstead - 843 Pla infield - 1071
Bradford - 508 Springfield - 283
Cornish - 1106 Stoddard - 146
Croydon - 312 Suanpee - 1164
Goshen - 351 Sutton - 487
Grantham - 332 Unity - 708
Langdon - 338 Warner - 1004
Lempster - 272 Wlashington - 162
Marlow - 350

Their total area is 716 square miles; total population is 10,150,
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It might be noted that in only one of thdse nineteen towns is
there a mission church presently functioning (Sunapee), and that in
four ¢ hers Mass stations are presently held in public buildings
‘Warner, Alstead, Newbury, Plainfield).

I would gladly accept a commission from the Bishop to serve
Catholic congregations in any group of these towns, and I would be
glad to commence such a ministry immediately, no matter how poor the
living, how small the community, how remote the town, how de-Christianized
the area, I believe that a start must be made towards commencing this
type of ministry in our State, and I would be gldd to be the priest who
begins this type of work. I believe that I am sufficiently qualified
for this work by temperament, past experience, rapport v th the
people involved, natural inclination, and particular talents.

* k k k k k Kk Kk * *k k k k *k *k *x *k * Kk

Pinally, as an alte¥nate proposal, I would also be glad to remove
toClaremont, for either of the two ministries outlined below:

1.) To serve the foundation and establishment of the new parish
to be locatedih the southern section of the city.

2.) To reside in Claremont, serve as hospital chaplain to
Claremont General Hospital and Sullivan County Home-Hospital,
Unity, and/or care for the needs of shut-inms, and/or work
with the more than 1,000 students of Stevens High School
in any capacity (CCD, counseling, etc.), and serve
worshipping congregations in the peripheral areas sur-
rounding Claremont: West Clmt., Unity, Cornish.

* * %k % k * * k *k * k k *k k *k ¥ * * *k *

If nothing comes of these proposals, I cannot say at the present
time what the future would find me doing. The world is big, and no
doubt I could find some cornmer of it in which I could support myself
in human, Christian, and priestly dignity. In any case, the future
is very much in the hands of God.

Thank you, Tom, for reading this letter, and for all your help
in the past. I am confident that you will pré@sent my point of view
where it will do the most good toward getting me to w rk again.

Yours sincerely,

2y

R.J. Densmore

Box 52
Bradford, N.H.
03221 .
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September 16, 1969

Special Delivery

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
Box 52 -
Bradford, New Hampshire

Dear Father Densmore:

Before leaving for Washington the Most Reverend
Bishop asked me to make arrangements for you to see
him. This is a very busy month for him since he has
several commitments outside the diocese and he will
be in his office on a very limited basis for the next
couple of weeks,

Would it be possible for you to come into Manchester
to s2e the Bishop at his office in the Administration
Building on Monday, September 22, at 12:30 in the after-
noon? 1If so, would you kindly let me know at your earliest
convenience either by mail or by telephone.

With every good ﬁish, I am

Fraternally in Christ,

Rev. Raymond G. Lapointe
Assistant Chancellor
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May 11, 1970

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
Box 52
Bradford, New Hampshire 03222

Dear Father Densmore:

More than a year has elapsed since your transfer
from the parish of Saint Patrick, Newport, New Hampshire,
to Saint Mary Parish, Claremont, New Hampshire. During
this period you have refused to accept any appointment
proposed and reports, well authenticated, indicate that
you have established yourself as a roving priest in the
Newport area. This has been for many a cause of scandal,
especially since it is public knowledge that some of your
activities have been unauthorized.

In spite of repeated attempts to prevail upon you to
accept an appointment in the diocese, you have insisted on
doing what you pleased without reference to diocesan
authority. This can no longer be tolerated. -

This letter is to notify you that, unless you agree
to take an assignment prior to June 1, 1970, you will publicly
be suspended from the exercise of all priestly faculties.

With the sincere hope and prayer that you will accept
this in true priestly spirit and understand the position of
your bishop in this very serious matter, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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BISHOP'S HOUSE b

657 RIVER ROAD

MANCHESTER.NEW HAMPSHIRE

03105
May 11, 1970
e I

Rev. Robert J. Densmore o ﬁ!"ﬁfa"
Box 52 ,/</ At7 P ” N
Bradford, New Hampshire 03221 v RS V}, CV o

@/ N V‘)/ { v /./ -

] '? \ \ L :' |'/ [
Dear Father Dehsmore: N IR r/ u”' k¢y/

\ /1. ’ /«” AR

More than a year has elapsed since y0u5/fransfer from
Saint Patrick Parish, Newpo;t New Hampshlre to Saint Mary ”1 ‘f V ”N
Parish, Claremont, New Ham 'shire. During thls period, you ¥ 4 “g
have refused to accept youx app01ntment and /kaTe established ; )’
yourself as a roving priest in the Newport area. This has ]‘.
been the?rcause of scandal, espec1ally since it is cempletetly ¢
unanthe~_zed Pt AqavaAJL Thak Qe “f e
; et S S A ‘f/(/ru—z— At "‘"’"""[" k"‘""}“‘c
‘ In spite of repeated attempts to prevail upon you to
return-to~Ehe_actlve—minlstry-ln the diocese, you have insisted
on doing what you pleased without reference to diocesan autho-
rity, or—to your—bishep. This can no longer be togfrated.
A Fee-T, e
Pleaseeegggpt’fiis letter as a notice & t, unless you

agree to take an assignment prior to June 1, 1970 you will f»*éé&i}

+e suspended from the exercise of all prlestly facultles. % ‘
Should you refusé to accept an appointment, either

formally or by your silence, you will be immediately suspended.

A record of this suspen51on will .be publicly read in the

churches of the Newport area and printed in the papers of the

region.

& s / -t % ‘1/2«

With the)hope . that you w111 accept this in the true

priestly spirit, I-am c-— tondinTocl 7 P T, /"mex,

. - 2V AT a- P T M J v
AL/ M . = Cs——,\_\
7 ° 1 Cordially in Chrlst :

Bishop of Manchester



Box 52 , T
Bradford, N.H. 03221
May 15, 1970

Rev. Robert J. Densmore 5631

—_——

Dear Bishop,

Thank you very much for your letter. Many said you would never
write, but I believed otherwise.

Your insinuations and inferences in your letter (as well as those
in your letters of September, 1967, and March, 1969) I found painful,
and considering the implications involved, it is a mystery to me why
you should want me to work for you at all. Either you are '"putting
me on,'" or else you are simply acting with consummate charity. Well,

I won't puzzle over these things. I well know that you are not in

full possession of the facts, and I readily forgive you for any

adverse opinions which you may entertain. Not being a climber, I have
never gone out of my way to strive for the good opinion of the bishop --
but only of the people I have served. And that, I know I enjoy.

With regard to your promise of a suspension, I would strongly
advise that you do not take that step.

First of all, I am an old-fashioned priest in the respect that I
always considered that there is no authentic ministry unless it proceeds
from the bishop, God's anointed coordinator of all legitimate church
.ctivity, from whom all authoritative sacramental ministry must proceed.
‘herefore, I can see no need of a suspension in my regard. Since April
1, 1969, when I was suspended from my most beloved ministry in Newport,
1 have celebrated no Mass for any of our people, granted to sacramental
absclution in confession, held no babies in baptism, officiated at no
marriages, anointed none of our sick and dying, buried no dead, preached
the Gospel never. You may have heard otherwise, but now you are hearing
the truth of the matter from me. I say that there is no need of a
suspension, simply because I would never use my faculties unless and
until I had an authentic and permanent ministry from you in which I
could do so. .

(In making the above statement, I except the two periods when I was
in Hanover, at the legitimate invitation of the pastor there.)

Secondly, a suspension, while it would not cramp my style (simply
because I have no style to cramp) would gravely hurt me, and those I
love and who love me. You would hurt a lot of people, Bishop, including
this priest. Thousands of pecple know me to be a good, relevant, con=-
cerned, efficient, and generous priest. Can you imagine what their
feelings would be?

Thirdly, if your purpose is to intimidate me and coerce me into
compliance, surely you should know by now that you are barking up the
wrong tree. I am a free man, living in a free State in a free country,
and in what gives good promise of being a free Church, and I do not fear.
" would consider it base and unbecoming to comply from the motive of fear.

Finally, I urge you not to do this fcr your own good. People know
me, and what I am, and what I stand for, from personal experience of me.
You they know only as a distant authority in Manchester. They have no
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my own hills and mountains, and deriving strength from them. Sudden§y
it seemed good to be close to my fathers' graves. Suddenly it seemed
good to be able to call my mother on the phone of ten, and to visit her
regularly and adequately see to her needs. Suddenly it seemed good to

. able to visit my lifelong friends when they were sick or in need.

iddenly it seemed good to be the "Father" of 1,000 children--most of
whose fathers and mothers I had known in my youth. Suddenly it seemed
good to be able to relate so perfectly to an entire community, because
I knew so well the antecedents, blood lines, mental attitudes, mentalities,
and fixed positions and relationships of each individual therein.
Suddenly it seemed good to be a 24-hour priest to 100% of the people.

I vowed that I would never leave my own country again. I felt that
I had good authority to do so -=- Jesus Eimself avowed that He had come

to serve only His own.

I am still of the same mind. And I have no fear to tell you that
the only thing which would ever possibly change my mind would be the
will of my own people to be rid of me. If they were of that mind, I
should not care what alien countryside I went to. So far, I have had
no indication that my own people wish me to leave. In fact, I have
every indication to the contrary.

Furthermore, with regard to the other 299 priests in the State, I
am certain that I am not poaching on another man's nreserve. This part
of the State is considered undesirable by all our priests, and none of
them wish to live and work here. This you know well.

A further reason for my wishing to serve in.my own land is that I
~ay, from experience, that I cannot be happy elsewhere. Maybe my
-iteria for happiness are too restricted. Perhaps.they are, for your

taste. But the fact remains -- outside my own country, I am filled with
a misery so sweeping and so profound that it vitally affects my total
effort. It is only within my own country that I find I can serve with
equanimity and serenity.

For the above reasons, and many others, I will not ever again leave
my own land. If you wish me to participate in the active ministry, you
shall have to give me a job hére.

I have listed on a separate sheet of paper, which I will enclose
with this letter, some potential jobs for me. Possibly you can think
of others within the same context. I can assure you that I will accept
any one of them with alacrity, and will fulfill it with distinction.
You shall get your money's worth, and more than your money's worth,
because it is ministry -- not money -- that I am interested in.

I am sorry if I am causing you distress by what I have said. But
I do believe it is a distress to which you have no right. The healthy
future of the priesthood and the Church in this State demands that certain
reforms be made. This you well know. May you know, I have the courage
to stand in the direction of these reforms, at the risk of losing all
opportunity to exercise my ministry. Thus do-I hope to make my small
contribution for the total good of the Church.

I wish to close, Bishop, by telling you one final thing. You will
..2ver, never drive me out of the priesthood, no matter what you do in
my regard, or what you leave undone. I do not mean this in the nature
of a threat--only a simple communication of fact. I have been ordained
"a priest forever," and that is precisely what I shall be, with or without
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experience of your pastoral concern for them. I fear that if you were to
suspend me, you would greatly damage your own image, and greatly impggn
your own authority and credibility.

And so, you wish to suspend me. Bishop, I beg you to consult the
Heiy Spirit of God, and then to do whatever you think best for the good
of the Church. I am confident that you will do this. ,

And now, dear Bishop, we come to the crux of the matter. Am I willimp
to work again??

Yes, Bishop, I am not only willing, but most eager, to work again. I
am a priest, ordained to serve God's people in my peculiar capac1ty!
experienced and talented in my profession, never regretting for a single
moment that I am what I ar, firmly convinced that I am good at what I am,
irrevocably resolved never to be anything else.

For 13% months, as you know, I have been inactive. At any time in
this period, I could have undertaken another job; at any time, I could
have married. I did neither because it is a priest I want to be, and I
well know that, at the present time, both are incompatible with the active
exercise of the priesthood.

I have been willing to suffer the deprivation of my ministry for
what I believed was right, and for what I believed to be the ultimate
good of the Church.

If you wish me to become active again, (and I have reason to believe
t vou do), you must respect my principles. With regard to any pro-
sp=-tive assignment, they are simple, and they are ¥WC:

1.) I will not live as an inmate in a rectory.
2.) I will not settle cutside my own part of the State -- the West.
(These things I have told you before--they are not new to you.)

First of all, with regard to the rectory living. I believe that
rectory living is the greatest possible barrier between a priest and his
reople. I believe that a grown man should not be compelled to eat and
sleep and forcibly fraternize with the man he works for. I believe that
rectories, as we know them here, scandalize our people because of their
opulence and the luxury of life within them. I believe that the Church
should begin to take immediate steps to dispose of all rectories in this
State, and abolish them as a fixed ecclesiastical institution.

For these reasons, as well as for others, I would not live ever
again in a rectory. I cannot single-handedly abolish this cancer on
the Church, but by refusing to live in one, I can, at least, light my
own little candle and thus curse the darkness. I don't dispute anyone
else's right to so live if he wishes.

And secondly, with regard to my predilection for the West, I offer
t’ “ollowing observations:

In 1967, when you transferred me to Newnort, suddenly I was as if

in heaven., Suddenly it seemed good to be speaking my own language again
in my ministerial contacts. Suddenly it seemed good to be looking at
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pulpit and altar. Many have worked for the priesthood, and have derived
work from it. I have suffred for it, and suffered from it--let this be
an indi cation of my resolve. I shall never oppose you actively, or work

-ainst you, or against your duly-constituted ministers, because, as I

id above, I believe that you are God's anointed shepherd of our Church.
if you do not respect my specifications with regard to the active ninistry
I shall live passively and quietly, in my own house. I shall say my
prayers and suffer the lack of what I cannot do, and I shall try always
to live in accordance with the three-fold injunction of Micah, which is
to paraphrase the two-fold law of Jesus. But I do not promise not to
outlive you,.

Sincerely,
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Curate in Claremont, if there is a vacancy. (Understood: residence
outside the rectory.)

Curate in Newport, if there is a vacancy. (Understood: residence
outside the rectory.)

Priest to a new parish for Sunapee and Newbury.

Priest to a new parish in Newbury alone. It could be self-sustaining,
and there is land bought on which to build.

Priest to a new parish composed of Cornish and Plainfield, with
optional additional chaplaincy at Claremont Genl., Hospital, which
is very close to Cornish,

Priest to a new parish composed of the Warren and Crford churches,
with chaplaincy at Glencliff State Hospital.

Priest to a new parish composed of Hopkinton and Warner. (Church
at Contoocook, and present Mass station at Warner.)

Priest to a new parish centered on the Potter Place church, with
i

ri
ption tc build an additional mission at Boscawen. :

Priest to a new parish in the southern half of Claremcnt.

Chaplain at Mary Hitchcock Hospital, Hanover, if G. Auger noves.

Priest to a '"mission district', with Mass centers at Unity-Lempster,
and Alstead, a summer Mass station at Washington, and chaplaincy
at Sullivan County Hospital, Unity (now in process of expansion).

Priest to a "mission district', with Mass stations at Gilsum and
Marlow, and summer Mass stations at Nelson and Stoddard.

Priest to a new parish composed of Chesterfield-Westmoreland,
church at Spofford Lake (Chesterfield,) station at Westmoreland,
and chaplaincy at Cheshire County Hospital, Westmor eland.

College.ministry to 1200 students at New England College, Henniker,
and assist Fr. Butler with his mission at Contoocook and his
Mass station at Warner.
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May 26, 1970

Rev. Thomas J. Hannigan
St. Henis Rectory
8 Sanborn Road

Hanover, N.H. 03755

Dear Father Hennigan:

The Most Reverend Bishop has asked me to make
the following request of you: Would you kindly make
every effort to prevail upon Father Robert Densmore
to appear before the Personnel Board at its regular
meeting on Tuesday, June 2nd, 1970. If you are unable
to prevall upon Father Densmore would you kindly inform
me of this at your earliest convenience.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Raymond G. Lapointe
Assistant Chancellor

s —
-.ﬂ“‘.' .-

PR

-
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Wed., June 3, 1970
Box 52, Bradford, NH

Dear Odore,

Than% you very much for the personal interest you
took in me yesterday. It was so good to find someone
who would listen--even thouch I am sure you do not
entirely agree.

- I have been doing some heavy thinizing since I came
horie. The meeting of the Board was very enlightening to
me, and I feel now that I am in a better position to
seek a solution. I did not find the Board members overl)
sympathetic, but I do not in the least blame them. I am
sure I must have given them an unfavorable impression of
myself.

I am extremely troubled. Certain facts have become
apparent to me: ’ .

1.) The Board will not, I think, make a recommenda-
tion about me which will be acceptable to me.

2.) The Bishop is going to give me an ultimatum.
Either accept the post of his choosing, or suffer sus-
pension. The post he proposes will, in all probability,
be one which I feel, in my present stage of mind, I ean-
nct take. :

3.) I would have to say no.

4,.,) He will suspend me publicly.

These are facts, as I see then.

I think we are at an impasse. 1 cdo not believe he
is going to work along lines I suggested fo him as best
for me, in my letter to him. On the other hand, if he
publicly suspends me -- and it will be a sticky and un-
pleasant business, certainly as unpleasant for him as fos:
me -- then I shall consider my name and reputation furthd

sullied, and my honor and human dignity called into ques-
tion. It is a blow from which I should find it very hard
to recover, and in my heart it would mean the state of wa:
between the bishop and me. There would be the risk of
this state of thinking causing me to reflect my bitternes:
publicly. It would not be a good situation. I think tha
after that, I would consider noghing but complete rein-

statement in Newport as a satisfactory restitution. Thus,

furthe .
r and deeper impasse.
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As you see, it is a real problem, -- but I would
like to propose an irenic solution, and you have my
authorization to go to the bishop and present this, if
you will be so kind as to act in behalf of this deeply

~ troubled priest, whose mind you know sufficiently well,
and who now begs your help. '

If the Bishop is not willing to give me a post alor
the lines I suggested to him, then I pgopose the follow-
ing: , :

I petition the bishop to be relieved ef all priest-
1y duties, and to be granted a leave of absence, for :
personal reasons, effective immediately.

If the Bishop is willing to do this, then, for my
part, I give him my sincere promise never to speak or
write anything against the Church, himnself, or any priest,
or with regard to my persomal history or situation. I
give him my promise never to discuss the situation with
anyone (except my mother, and a mature priest, like your-
self, for reasons of counseling.) Igive my promise not
tc become involved in any type of controversy over aay
church situation, -and to maintain complete silence on all
these issues. I would promise never to embarrass the
Church, or my profession, by any word or deed to the
contrary, and to live as exemplary a Christian life as I
possibly can. I would promise to dress in clerical dress,
or not, as he decided. I would pormise to live quietly,

in my own house, and I would promise never to take secular
employment where I am known as a priest. Naturally, I
would promise never to use any of the priestly faculties.
With regard to all of these promises, the bishop would hav
my solemn word. ‘ .

For his part, the Bishop would agree to release
publicly an irenic, restrained, and dispassionate statemer
sométhing like he did with regard to I am
not presuming to put words into his mouth, Du would
respectfully propose something along the following lines

§§n261ng completely accentable to me, and not lacking in
10N0r: :




“"Rev. Robt. J. Densmore, of Sutton, N.H., has,
for persohal reasons, petitioned Most Rev. Ernest J.
Primeau, Bp. of Manchester, that he might be relieved
of his priestly duties, and that he might be granted
a leave of absence from the active priestly ministry.
_The Most Rev. Bishop has acceded to Fr. Densmore's
gequest."

As I said before, I am not trying to dictate to
the bishop. I am merely saying that a statement worded
such as the above would not further alienate ne.

If the Bishop wishes to know what the personal
reasons are, you are at liberty to share with him the
thoughts whih I unburdened onto you vesterday, and to
speaik for me. However, I do not desire to see him. I
£ind it very difficult to communicate with him, I am
most unconfortable and most troubled in his presence,
and I feel that it will accommplish no good. I think he
can understand that. -

There is another factor, Cdore, which I did not
disclose yesterday. I have enphysema, and it!'s getting
worse. I have seen too maay people die of it in my
ministry--it is an awful death. I am certain that this
is partially responsible for my psychological state
of mind, my reluctance to be lociked up on certain jobs,
my panic and confusion, etc. You may mention this to
the bishop if you wish, but ohly in strictest confi-
dence, as I wouldn't want it to get out. I doctor for
it. If the Bishop is willing to release me, and if
the sample statement I composed is agreeable to him,
he is at liberty to substitute '"for reasons of health"
in place of "for personal reasoas' if he so desires.

I am sorry that it has come to this pass, but 1
think you know me well enough to know that maybe, given
all present factors, thés course is the best for all
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concerned j ust now. What I desperately feel I need

is a breathing period, where I will be relieved of a11
the tension and heartbreak of the past sixteen months,
and during which I can try to get my thoughts straight-
ened out, and my feet on the ground. I crave peace.

~ It's an wwful thing to say, but I have the feeling that
I am being c onstantly harassed by the Church, and I
crave a period of peace and quiet during which this i 1!
not be so. I just want to live quietly, read and think,
say my prayers, and be no bother to anyone. Of course,
I would have to work to survive, and I also think it
would be good for me mentally. My house is in a countr)
town, only 25 miles from Concord. I am not known at al:
in Concord, and I thought I would go down there and lool
for something I could do, which would bring in the
necessary income. I don't need much, thankfully.

I would hope, someday, to be able to exercise the
priesthood again, with distinction and dedication, but
for the presebt, with things as they are, I feel I
should nut allthought of that =right out of my mind.

I will be most grateful if you will go in to see
the bishop and present this proposal to him. Flease
drop me a line and let me know what's going on--I1 am
in thae dark. Sometimes I feel I am in a dark tunnel,
and can see no light at the end. All I have is hands
reaching out in the darkness, like your own, to point

the way.

.//fz/c’t‘f“'d/% -
Gk
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June 18, 1970

- Rev., Thomas J, Savage

St. Patrick Rectory
32 Beech Street

Dear Father Savage:

I wish to inform you that the Reverend Robert J.
Densmore, a resident in the territory of St. Patrick Parish,
Newport, New Hampshire, has requested a leave of absence
from all priestly assignments and duties for a period of
one year. I have granted Father Densmore's request as of this
date, Thursday, June 18, 1970.

This leave of absence relieves Father Densmore of all
priestly duties and the ordinary faculties of the Diocese of
Manchester, including the celebration of private Mass and
the wearing of clerical attire.

This action is taken in accord with Father Densmore's
own desires and the leave of absence is granted to him for
personal reasons.

With every good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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nk you so much for your kindness
ing this letter, if you think tha
<

Yours sincerely,

i

(Rev.) R.J. Densnore

Bradford, N.H. 03221

July 4, 1671

i s /\t»‘,,_ e /;é‘.
Dear Cdore, Devvrca., holers

I am sending this to you because
I don't know who else to send it to,
and perhaps you will be kind enough to
see that it falls into the right hands

I read in the paper that Fr. Brac
was leaving New London. I live, as YO
incw, in Tew London parish--(my home 1
in Sutton).

Since I am probaobliy the only
perscn here, besides h_“oelf in the
nriesthoced, I just want to say that I

1d te ¢

lad tc work in his place.

As a _youang priest, ten years ago,
woriked.in New London parish, and I
Zed it well.



.. -— daughter;" Kelley. Rochford .of

. renewed "their marriage - vows

- at St. Patrick Church: The Rev.

‘Announced

Leonard Rocllfdsf"cls'.f-tw
Observe 40th Year{'

NEWPORT Mr and -Mrs.
Leonard Rochford of -1A Syndi-
cate St. celebrated their ~40th
wedding anmghrsary with -an
.-open houseat their home.

Prior to the’ event the couple
and received the Papal Blessing

Thomas ! Sasage .officiated .-and
the couple’s son, Edward Roch-| -
ford of Newporf "their grand-

"Newport,” ‘an'd ~Mrs. " Rachel
Walker of Claremont _‘were
attendants h

The open house, arranged by
the Rochfords’ sons and their]
wives, Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Rochford and Mr. ‘and Mrs.
Robert R'o.ch'ford of Peter-

. borough, and by Mrs. Walker,|p.C.

was attended by more than 250
guests.

‘The’ buffet table was lngh
lighted ‘by. a -bouquet of white
gladioli flanked by white, can-
dles and - crystals. 'The house

*{was decorated W1th white wed

ding bells and flowers.-

‘Attending the guest book were
Miss : Louise Groux .of Nashua
and - sts Ann Wh1tney of
Newport. :

~Mrs.- Rochford 'S s:stemn-law,
Mrs.- Thoihas Graves :0f ‘North
Hampton,-.and ..Mr.: Rochford’s
niece, Mrs. Richard Niemi Jof
Newport were.ln charge of the
punch bowl. .

One of the g1fts presented to
the honored couple was a model
airplane decorated with silver
dollars and money to be used on
a ﬁve—day trip to Washington,

Another special gift was the
couple’s enrollment in the Union
of the Precious Blood in Man-

: |chester.

¢ Miss SCHRICKRR?‘ZT‘”T ;

‘Engagement

Family members attending
he affair ‘included  another
granddaughter, Kerry Rochford
f. Newport;  Mrs; Rochford’s
isters and brothers-in-law, Mr.

: and Mrs. Frederick Lord and

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hebert of
Manchester; a brother,, Thomas
Graves; Mr. Rochford’s sister
and husband, Mr. and Mrs.-
Charles Abies of Burlington, Vt.;
nis brother and sister-in-l
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Ro
ford of Springfield, Mass.; and
another brother, Paul Rochford
of Goshen. -, -*

- Other 7‘guests; "mcludmg “the
Rev, Robert Densmore andlthe
Rev

Mr. ‘and Mrs (the former
Virginia Graves) Rochford were
married Sept. 1, 1930 at St.
Mary Church by the late Rev.
Arthur L. Marsicotte. - They

5 113 PROIRDY

“+

were attended by Mrs,. _ Glen]
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August 17, 1971

Rev. Robert Densmore
Box 52
Bradford, N.H.

Dear Father Tensmore:

The Most Reverend Bishop has asked me to make the
necessary arzanzements for you to meet with him next week.

I have taken the liberty of making an appointment
for you to meet with Bishop Primeau in his office in the
‘Diocesan Administration Building on Friday, August 27,
1971 at 11 o'clock in the morning.

» Should this date and time not be convenient for you,
would you kindly contact me at your earliest convenience
and other mutuelly agree=ble arrangements will be made.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Raymond G. Lapointe



ou47

Bew 52
5,4¢¢z/».ué, =

[a»u'()é’ /6 7/
/
>~ N
K [He 373.

Thoc.Jo /wa ,e,;, e b /rc/

niee T Yea //L' L~ "’—i
’.* ) 7 2% A . .,.v L 2 —’.l-—-'-
VA DY SR /*vu- : 773?' <

[, “eecls AL Fere “’/ Nt

A 2eill

/Z I M/Mg/ '7H~c“?o‘ TR
AL

1 AL e sy
‘?&vt— v .,/:"""“C""u"d;/ "
1]

Aatber K

-

lo @ /L.e:(. »-



B T S

i i e 7_ S B S L SIVIE TP

(Addmona,l charges required for thne aerncea)

Show:to whoi'n date and address
‘where dehvered s

Dellver ONLY
“to’ addressee

e L ST TR E Y

Lenroe;

.. RECEIPT ..




))Qm Sme -QL‘/ NG Do

5049

July 16, 1971

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
Box 52 :
Bradford, New Hampshire

Dear Father Densmore:

I am writing to you today for two reasons. First,
1 wish to express, once again, my concern for you as a
brother priest. My concern continues to be for your wel-
fare, both spiritual and material. Secondly, I wish to
remind you that the leave of absence which you requested
expired on June 18, 1971.

It was my understanding that you requested a one-year

" leave of absence from your duties and responsibilities

as a priest of the Diocese of Manchester to enable you to
make certain decisions concerning the ministerial priesthood.

In view of this, I would appreciate an opportunity to
meet with you and discuss your plans for the future in the
light of your experience during this leave of absence.

May 1 request that you contact my secretary, Monsignor
Lapointe, and make arrangements to meet with me during*the
week of August 15, 1971. ‘ '

with the assurance of the support of my prayers I
am '

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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(Send return receipt Hmacmmﬁman| .
Date July 16 4
3 carbons) Vs

CONFIDENTIAL P

Dear Father Densmore: e
, \

On June 18, 1970, as3gatszagaasss I on:wmm your request for a Hmm<m of

absence for a period of one year mmmmcﬁp<m as of that date. -

In my letter, I asked ¥hat you OOSHQOH me as soon as you :mm\ﬁmmo:ma a

decision concerning gour future status in the Diocese of zwsormmﬁmﬁ.

As of this momment, I have not received any oomwmmvo:mmuom from you
stating your intentions. 7 \Qﬁﬂ

In view of the fact that <05H9:m<mmnwmm<m0m mvmm:om :mm mxwwﬁmmwllllllll.

I request that you advise me immediately regarding your intentions
fOLfshe#fUtUNEd vis-a-vis your status as a priest of the Diocese of
Manchester. Unless word is received from you within a reasonalbe
period of time, that is before August 1, 1971, I will presume that
you no logger wish’to exercise your priestly ministry in the Roman
Catholic Church. /

Pleased be mmmzﬂwm that I am willing to meet with you at a mutually
convenient timMe to discuss this matter. You may be certain of the
support%® of my prayers.

With every good wish, I am
Cordially in Christ,

Al V4



“July 4, 1971
Dear Cdore,

I am sending this to you because
I don't know who else to send it to,
and perhaps you will be kind enough to
seec that it falls into the right hands.

I read in the paper that Fr. Bracg
was leaV1ng New London. I live, as you

know, in New London parish--(my home is .

in Sutton). . ..

Since I am probably the only
person here, besides himself, in tte
priesthood, I just want to say that I
would be glad to work in his place.

As a young vriest, ten years ago,
I worked.in New London Darish, and I
liked it well.

(@p)
(@]
[



I'm not interested in any sort of
title--that would probably be rocking the
boat too much, I supnose. I'm just
interested in the opportunity to serve,
under conditions where I believe I could
'serve in serenity. I'm not interested in-
"getting' anything--I am quite interested
in "giving" myself.

The past three years have been a time
of intense suffering for me, but we are
enjoined to '"'serve the Lord in gladness,"
and since I have never doubted that this
suffering was His design for me, for the
good of the Church, I have lived in a kind
of joy. I have been willing to suffer in-
silence for the sake of what I believe to
be the authentic objectives of our beloved
priesthood. So strongly do I believe this

to have been the will of God that I hardly
dare write this letter, for I fear to ob-
struct the purposes of God. DBut I have
prayed, and the answer seemns to comne:
'""Write, and hope always in the Lord!"

I am in good health, thank God. My
chief worry is the terrible debt which
these years of inactivity have plunged me
into. But again, thank God, I have some-
how been able to meet my obligations on
time. It has been almost miraculous, and
I live in a lively confidence in the good
providence of God.

I hope you are well, and enjoying

your work. No need for you to answer this
‘perscnally--I1 know you keep very busy.



Thank you so much for your kindness
in relaying this letter, if you think that
to be wise. '

Yours sincerely,

(Rev.) R.J. Densmore

Box 52
Bradford, N.H. 03221



SENATE OF PRIESTS 50354
DIOCESL OF MANCHESTER
P. 0. Box 310
Manchester, NH., 03105

D_/’i ‘T;_)/éit 0/} _—D.sz-—%x_m.-;

) —
/~j¢97( P Z

Z/“Q N H - azzz/.
Do Bt

f/) F 2 ial ~/4'¢"\/L7 :""/ AF92 A ./(;i—?(é 7¢< e Z zu[%/‘
T o et 7 ~{:7(4L - /0 (g S P LRy

- “f T

/a\ A vaf—i'i-{ .

(>é? LU‘C’é?C 6?;uqi% jif2{<: Q;ijZf; . j>{;.

77/@«,“?»,1 ‘f} /fév_&a_ﬂ Cotfs — /77/
C/;ézwmm% . ﬁ/ {T/OL,,,ZLN_Q (/ S ey S
P G a7 sy ROy [;1 A d‘?p:\f\“‘
-,/Q,U_V- 7 Z;}.¢w1Zfz _/f;: S 7. [}i e = /// —r f’z - :
‘ S L o /,;//_?L{ fj

(fé,,

({ e st



July 16, 1971

Rev. Robert J. Densmore-
Box 52
Bradford, New Hampshire

Dear Father Densmore:

I am writing to you today for two reasons. First,
I wish to express, once again, my concern for you as a
brother priest. My concern continues to be for your wel-
-fare, both spiritual and materizl. Secondly, I wish to
remind you that the leave of absence which you requested
expired on June 18, 1971.

It was my understanding that you requested a one-year
leave of absence from your duties and responsibilities
as a priest of the Diocese of Manchester to enable you to
make certain decisions concerning the ministerial priesthood.

In view of this, I would appreciate an opportunity to
meet with you and discuss your plans for the future in the
1ight of your experience during this leave of absence.

May I request that you contact my secretary, Monsignor
Lapointe, and make arrangements to meet with me during: the
week of August 15, 1971.

vith the assurance of the support of my prayers I

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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July 16, 1971

Rev. Robert J. Densmore
Box 52 -
Bradford, New Hampshire

Dear Father Densmore:

I am writing to you today for two reasons. First,
I wish to éxpress, once again, my concern for you as a
brother priest. My concern continues to be for your wel-
fare, both spiritual and material, Secondly, I wish to
remind you that the leave of absence which you requested
expired on June 18, 1971,

as a priest of the Diocese of Manchester to enable you to
make certain decisions concerning the ministerial priesthood,

In view of this, I would appreciate an opportunity to
meet with you and discuss your plans for the future in the
light of your experience during this leave of absence.

May I request that you contact my sécretary, Monsignor
Lapointe, and make arrangements to meet with me duringt the
week of August 15, 1971, ’

With the assurance of the support of my prayers I
am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester

(@p)
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September 10, 1971

Rev. Robert J. Densmore

c/o Our Lady of Fatima Rectory
Main Street -

New London, New Hampshire

Dear Father Densmore:

Subsequent to our discussion several days ago, 1
wish to inform you that your leave of absence from your
duties and responsibilities as a priest of the Diocese of
Manchester is terminated as of this date.

Consequently, I grant you the use of the faculties of
the Diocese of Manchester and I grant you permission to
exercise your ministry within the parish of Our Lady of
Fatima, New London, New Hampshire, on a temporary basis and
according to the needs of the parish as determined by the
pastor, the Reverend Thomas L. Keenan. For canonical
reasons, I am appointing you as associate pastor of CQur
Lady of Fatima Parish, New London, effective zs of this date.

In the light of this experience, I expect to review
your position as a priest of the Liocese of Manchester no
later than January 1, 1972.

You may be assured of the cupport of my prayers and
any other assistance I can offer as you renew the exercise
of your ministry in the Diocese.

With every good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA RECTORY
NEW LONDON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

September 17, 1971

®ear Bishop,
Thank you very much for your letter.

I have been here in N.L., since last
Saturday. It has been most pleasant. As a
young priest, ten years ago, I began the
ministry here, as you may recall, and there
are many here who remember me, which makes it
nice, :

Fr. Keenan left Monday, and I am '"holding
the fort'", as they say. The pedple have been
most help§ul--they seem to run things pretty
much themselves here. Right now, they are all
busy getting the C.C.D. program for the year
going.

As you say, I will be in close association
with Tom throughout the next weeks., I think
that is a very nice arrangement. Most probably,
I will be doing a lot of work in the other end
of the parish. Our church there could probably
use a little T.L.C.,, and I believe Tom's idea
is to have me concentrate over there and give
them some §pecial attention. They are a small
congregation, and widely spread through four
townships, but they love their church. The
first Mass I ever said in the ministry, here
in N,H., was in Immaculate Conc. Church over
there. I look with enthusiasm upon the prospect
of going back. I will, of course, also help
Tom here, to bthe extent of my ability, probably
with C.C.D. work, hospital, and work with the
shut-ins.

So, all in all, I am very happy and content,
and if the time comes to make a change, I trust
it will be to something affording equal content-
ment and happiness. We shall leave this in the
hands of God.

Hope you're well, and getting your zip back
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA RECTORY
NEW LONDON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03257

after surgery. It's a shock to the system, and
takes some months before you feel yourself again,

I know., May you go, as David says, "from
strength to strength!"

Sincerely,

Fedbl O

R.J. Densmore

(Please excuse errors--not used to this elec.
machine--it gallops too fast for me.)



D © D

> e

PRI

vy o
01 ¥ a7 BRI

@

-.-‘
LY

R
‘xu.umcu‘t[-'-v -
P

==
RS

September 10, 1971

Rev. Thomas E. Keenan

Our Lady of Fatima Rectory
Main Street

New London, New Hampshire

Dear Father Keenan:

Please find enclosed a copy of a letter I have
addressed to the Reverend Robert J. Densmore.

As per our discussion several days ago, it is understood
that Father Densmore will be permitted to exercise his"
priestly ministry in Our Lady of Fatima Parish, New London,
according to the needs of the parish as determined by your-
self, For canonical reasons, I have appointed Father Dens-
more as assoclate pastor of Our Lady of Fatima, New London,
effective as of this date.

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate
to call on me. I would request that this appointment not be
made public at this time.

wWith every good wish, I am

Cordially in'Christ,

Bishop of Manchester

Enc.



Box 52
Bradford, N.H. 03221
December 9, 1971

- 5001
Rev. Msgr. P.J. Kenneally jDUMLM:2d> Wehen 7
Chairman, Personnel Board
Box 310

Manchester, N.H. 03105

Dear Monsignor:

I should like to be considered as a candidate for the Henniker
pastorate.

I am in my fortieth year of age, and have completed ten years
in the priesthood.

Henniker is almost exclusively a college town, and it would seem
that the parish priest should be someone who is sympathetlcﬁto the
particular needs of college students. With regard to myseli, I can
say that I have done a great deal of counseling work with college
students in the past years, and that I have enjoyed a certain success
in attracting them to a continuing practice of their Faith, as well as
in helping them in their personal needs.

I was born and raised in this western part of the State, and fer
the past three years I have lived ten miles from Henniker. Due to
background and mentality, I believe that I have a good knowledge of
the particular conditions which exist there, and of what the most
pressing needs for the future are.

More than five of my ten years in the priesthood have been spent
in parishes to which '"mission churches'" were attached. Thus, I feel
that I have a good knowledge of the particular problems of Catholics
in our mission churches, and that I could be properly sympathetic
to the particular pastoral needs of the people in the Hopkinton
(Contoocook) churckh,

If called tc this Henniker pastorate, my objectives would be:
a. to attempt to carry on in the same spirit of dedication and
ccmpassion which characterized Father Butler's long-time

pastorate there

b. to be completely available to all people at all times

c. to stress especially the educationél program in the pe rish,
both on the adult and on the youth 1levels

d. to provide the appropriate liturgical services in accordance
with the letter and the spirit of current directives

e. to strengthen the work of the parish Council in the two
churches, so that it might function effeéectively for the
good of parish and comnmunity

f. to collaborate as closely as possible with the work of the
campus ministry at New England College, and to make the
facilities of the parish available to this ministry

€. to develop, to the best extent possible, parish life in
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the dependent church at Contoocook, and also, to look

eventually to the needs of the growing Catholic communities
in Warner and in Weare.

Finally, as you know, Canon 453 states that the office of pastor
should be conferred on a person 'in sacro presbyteratus ordine consti-
tutus,.....bonis moribus, doctrina, animarum zelo, prudentia, ceterisque
virtutibus ac qualitatibus praeditus." I would hope to have my
candidacy for the Henniker pastorate judged acccrding to the
qualifications listed above, and not according to the non-existent
qualification of seniority.

Always grateful for your past kindnesses, aad for your kindly

consideration in this matter, I remain
Yours sincerely,

/ Qﬂ@fff. Cpeutlosa

(Rev.) R.J. Dénsmore



December 10, 1971

Very Rev. Hector O. LaMontagne_’ V.F.
St. Mary Rectory

32 Pearl Street -

Claremont, New Hampshire 03743

Dear Father LaMontagne:

In accordance with your request &s dean for & clarification of the posi-
tion of Fether Robert Densmore, I have consulted His Excellency, the
Most Reverend Bishop. He has informed me that he heas personally
erranged for Father Densmore to assist Father Thomas Keenan of the
New London Parish on a temporary besis. This is mostly for week-end
work. I understand that both parties are plessed with the set-up and

" . we have had no complaints from the parishioners.

With cordial good wishes, I em

Sincerely iu Christ,

-~ Thomas S. Hansberry
Vicar General



VEVS rrofE, fgéeW7’

o064

CONFIDENTIAL

March 13, 1972

Rev. Thomas E. Keenan

Our Lady of Fatima Rectory
Main Street

‘New London, N.H, 03257

Dear Father Keenain:

Subsequent to our conversation in Concord last Friday,
may I request that you send me, at your earliest—convenience,
a written evaluation of the Reverend Robert J. Densmore's
ministry since permission was granted him to assist you at Our
Lady of Fatima Parish in New London.

I would appreciate receiving this evaluation as soon
as possible. Kindly include all the points mentioned during
gur discussion,

With every good wish, I am

Cordially in Christ,

Bishop of Manchester
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