March 23, 2002
Dear Father Seamus:
The attached letter is being sent to Bishop McCormack. We hope that this will be helpful
and an indication of our support for you. Hopefully, this situation will come to a happy
conclusion as soon as possible.
Prayerfully yours,
Pat oo,
S W

Pete, Shirley and Dan Tenters



March 23, 2002
Dear Bishop McCormack:

In this time of trial for the Catholic Church, it is truly fortuitous that there are priests like
Fr. Seamus MacCormack to properly represent the values and traditions of this great
religious establishment. Not only is he a prayerful, pious pastor, but he has the ability to
make the mass more enjoyable and the parisioners genuinely respect and like him.

A year ago my family went through a terrible ordeal. Our youngest son was involved in
the snowmobile accident which caused a man to lose his life. The town was torn apart.
Some people felt compassion for the victim’s family only. Others felt compassion for
everyone involved and realized that it was truly a tragic accident. Through all of this Fr.
Seamus was absolutely wonderful. His job was vey tough. He had to balance his
support for all the parties involved through this difficult time. He remained neutral and
made himself available to anyone who needed him at any time. Father came to our home
whenever we needed to talk to him and told us to feel free to call, any hour, day or

night. I’m sorry to say that we had drifted away from the church prior to this. Thanks to
the way Fr. Seamus handled the situation and how helpful he was to all of us, 1 am happy
to say that my family has returned to the church. I know of several other families that
have returned to the church as well since he became our pastor. Fr. Seamus helped us
realize that God truly does work in mysterious ways and with prayer and guidance we
could get through anything.

In light of the recent allegations agains Fr. Seamus I felt compelled to write to you on his
behalf Fr. Seamus has never said or done anything which would bring shame on the
church or himself. He has given 110% to all his parishioners. I feel privileged to have him
as our pastor. It would certainly be detrimental to this parish if a priest of this stature
were to be removed. Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Prayerfully yours,
/ _'42]%1 Lo e

S ooz ~
Vi
Peter, Shirley and Dan Tenters
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Most Reverend John B. McCormack. DD
Office of The Bishop

Diocese of Manchester

153 Ash Street

PO Box 310

Manchester, NH 03105-0310

Dear Reverend McCormack,

| would like to begin this letter by apologizing if it seems | am interfering in affairs of the church in
Jaffrey. That certainly is not my intent and | hope my letter will not be construed as such.

My position is very unique as | em one of a few committed Jews in a traditionally non-Jewish

community. As such lamseenzsa representative of the Jewish people in my town. | have been

- ileged to have known and in-aracted with Fathers Haller and Breshnahan, Father Richard Smith, -
. aer Richard Kelly, and Fathe- McCormack. In a spirit of interfaith | have preached in St. Patrick

Cnurch and have participated ir. a number of services. Our interfaith Thanksgiving service is a most

significant annual event not only for me, but for our mainstream religious community as well. | have

been made to feel very comfortzdle in the Church and | am grateful for that. My own affiliation is with

Congregation Agudat Achim in L zominster, Massachusetts, where lam a

20+ year member and where | 27 very active with the worship service.

| am saddened by the turmoil thzt | perceive is happening in the Parish. With all due respect to Father

McCormack’s predecessors, hs 1as had a profoundly positive effect on the Catholic community here.

Having attended a number of i services | am continually impressed by his sincerity in faith whic, is
BRI TE N e words anc i his deeds. Thad fold him'prior torécent events how god I felt for so
*manyof-my-Catholic:frignds 8¢ observed and heard their glowirig commentsabout hi:*PeRaEmasEr

?ﬁ'ﬂfhﬁ%n&mmm%%w‘“ M mmTe e L R IR ERSHERSTRISS R NE Lz TR

| 'am saddened, too, by the divis.veness that seems to be occurring within the Parish. | know most of

the people involved and | know nem to be people of faith, albeit some stronger than others.

| respectfully urge you to consizr all that Father McCormack has done and all that he cando in the

future, for the Catholic commur.7y and the community in general when dealing with this difficult
situation.

Many thanks for the opportunit; 1@ share my thoughts with you.

Respectfully,

,CLPﬂ ';ng_/

MPTijlv

TZRSONALIZED A REAL ESTATE SERVICE
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Bishop Joha B. McCormack
153 Ash Street

PO Box 310

Manchester NH 03105-0310

Dear Bishop McCormack, P

-

First, belated congratulations on your promotion to bishop. I offer my prayers for your success ia your duties.

I doubt if you remember me; by way of re-introduction, my mother, Gertrude Rogalski from Marblehead,
worked closely with you in the early 1960’s. If 1 remember correcty, you were both heavily mvolved with
Norcth Shore Catholic Chardes and Salem Deanery efforts. I mention this relatonship in an attempt to
establish my own credibility.

I have been a communicant at Saint Patrick’s in Jaffrey since 1970. I have personally known most of the
pdests assigned to the parish in the last three decades. We have been blessed with a succession of good,
dedicated men. The current pastor, Fr. Seamus MacCormack, has been a tremendous gift to us. He has
brought renewed life to the parish and has demonstrated great energies as he tends his flock. I am very

grateful that I have the opportunity to share his enthusiasm for his faith.
FE e
;,fHe has made sacrifices and many tough decisions in the short tme he has been our spirirual guide. I have the £
:'.3' utmost respect for his integnty. 3

SaINEA T .

™
Because of this, I am dismayed to learn that letters have allegedly been written to you in an effort to demean

or discredit Fr. MacCormack. (Where M\_/Jﬁ_‘_‘” 7 Seamey rroec S‘a—u)"%m .

.

P L
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Lddacd Cor Flerms and_ wais)
[ wish to affirm the overwhelming respect and support that Fr MacCormack has from me, my family, and our >
peers. I willingly vouch for his integaty, holiness, and ability to engender a strengthening of (especially my)
faith when sorely needed.

Our Church, our diocese, our parish, and our prest have more crucial issues to deal with in accomplishing
God’s work without falling prey to the pettiness of a few malcontents.

I am thankful for you decision to assign him here, and I assure you that he is doing very well at 2 difficult job

Sincerely and respectfully,

Dantel . Rogalski



March 21, 2002

Fr. Edward Arsenault
Diocese of Manchester
153 Ash Street
Manchester, N.H. 03105

Dear Fr. Arsenault,

L e

I am writing to advise you that we will not be holding our scheduled meeting of

parishoners and townspeople this evening. Father Seamus contacted me this,

afternoon, and requested that the meeting be cancelled per the request of the

Diocese.

et %
-~

" First, I want vou to know that Father Seamus had absolutely nothing to do with the

organization of this meeting. I'was made aware of some negative allegations against
Father Seamus, and the only purpose of the meeting was to have the “positive
aspects” of Father Seamus brought forward to the Diocese. This was not going to
be an open forum on the accusations, in fact, they were not even going to be brought
up!! My only purpose was to give the parishoners the chance to tell you the good
things that Father brings to our Parish and Community, and believe me, they FAR
OUTWEIGH THE NEGATIVE ASPECTS THAT HAVE BEEN ALLEGED!!

I will honor Father Seamus’s request and your request on not holding the meeting.
However, I do believe the parishoners want that chance to tell you about Father
Seamus. With this in mind, I will tell anybody that asks, that they can individually
write a letter of support to the Diocese. And there is already a Statement of Support
going throughout the Town for people to sign.

Now you get to hear my personal thoughts. I have been attending St. Patricks for
over 27 years and my wife has been a parishoner for 49 vears, and we were both
born and raised in this Town. Father Seamus is the “BEST THING” to hit Town in
all of our years here, and that is a major statement. He has had a major impact on
people of all ages, and the church is so vibrant, it is such a joy to attend mass and
see all of the young families back to church!! The youth are the future of the
church, and they are coming back to St. Patrick’s for one reason and only one
reason...Father Seamus.

Please do not let a small disgruntled minority ruin our Parish and Community.
Listen to the majority during the next couple of weeks, and let Father Seamus
continue his great work here in Jaffrey.

Sincerely yours,

Richard Hill



March 22,2002

Fr. Edwarq Arsenauy]t
Diocese of Manchester
153 Ash Street
Manchester, N.H. 03105

Dear Fr, Arsenault,

Iam Wwriting as 3 foHow-up to my letter to You yesterday. J did not holg the
scheduled Mmeeting of Parishoners apq townspeople Jast night. Spent a couple of
hours calling as Mmany people a5 Possible prior to the schedyleq Mmeeting time, | the.
met people out front of the Mmeeting place apg advised them that the meeting had
been cancelled, Statement of Support forms (a COpy attached) Were presented to
those People that showeq up for thejr signatures, We also advised the beople that
they could write letters of support to the Bishop.

Lastly, it is my wish that Jas¢ nights activities do not have any adverse affect on
Father Seamus. He had nothing to d, With the scheduled Meeting, jt wag only an
overzealous Parishoner (me) trying to shoyy Support for hjg Pastor,




May 16, 2002

Rev. John B. McCormack

Office of the Bishop, Diocese of Manchester
153 Ash Street, P.O. Box 310

Manchester, NH 03105

[ wish to address this letter to vou and your staff — specifically anyone who was involved
1 the decision to remove Father Seamus as our pastor at St. Patrick Church in Jaffrey. I
am enclosing a copy of my previous letter as [ don’t think you took the time to read it in
March ... or maybe you simply decided to pay no attention to my appeal (and the appeals
of many others who supported Father Seamus) and listen to only a bitter few who had
petty criticisms and selfish motives.

Perhaps you thought it was important to listen to a local man who has been vocal in his
criticism calling Father Seamus names like “a psychological misfit” and boasting that he
uld get him removed from our parish. -

™

Or maybe you found it important to listen to a young woman who routinely went to _

Mass, not to hear thé word of God, but to carry a notepad and pen and spend her time_
writing every criticism she could think of about Father Seamus and what he said, what he_
did, or what he was wearing. o

All I can say is — you did it again. You let us all down. What a disappointment the
leadership of the Church is to us. We have read about the kind of priests you and the
leaders of the Catholic Church have covered up for, paid legal fees for, and protected.
And now you make a decision NOT TO SUPPORT a fine, dedicated young prie_st‘ggho
has done an outstanding job of bringing growth and a renewed spirit of faith and pride
to our parish. Father Seamus certainly deserved better than this — you let him down "
too, and now we all lose because of your poor decision.

[ have three wonderful grandsons who are being brought up in the Catholic faith. I must
tell you that after seeing what you have done to Father Seamus, I would advise my
grandsons not to pursue the priesthood. Iam sick about what you have done to Father
Seamus; I can’t imagine how I would feel if it were one of my grandsons being treated in
such an unfair manner.

I suggest it would be most appropriate given this poor decision (on top of many others in
the past which are now coming to light) for, you and Bishop Christian to resign. 1 no.
longer wish to support any part of the Diocese of Manchester given the current
leadership, or lack thereof.

Sincerely,

\ﬁRcez

Be
k/cc: Father Seamus MacCormack, St. Patrick Parish, Main Street, Jaffrey, NH 03452




March 21, 2002

COPY OF E-MAIL ATTEMPTED — NOT SURE IF IT WAS RECEIVED SUCCESSFULLY
(Mailed 1% class, March 21, 2002)

Most Rev. John B. McCormack DD, Office of the Bishop, Diocese of Manchester:

I am a parishioner of St. Patrick Church in Jaffrey. I grew up here, as did my parents. Archie and
Eva Coll; our family donated a pew in their memory when Father Kelley was having the church
renovated. When Father Seamus arrived and began the much-needed upgrading of the rectory,

we donated a window; and when they were short of money for final painting, we donated again.
Our four daughters attended St. Patrick School and I worked for many years in the Bingo kitchen
and running bake sales to support the school. Our three grandsons now attend St. Patrick School,
and the oldest is an altar server. While my husband is not Catholic, he always attends Mass with
me. I am writing this letter because I have a love of this parish and a concern for what is
happening here today.

I first want to relate to you an experience very fresh in my mind. Tonight I attended a Thursday
evening Lenten service; attendance was good. I can’t accurately state the number of people, but
there were cars parked along the street; the first section of the parking lot was full; and in the
further section where I parked, there were at least 15 or 20 more cars. At the end of the service
when Father Seamus was beginning to make his exit, one of the male parishioners spoke out ina
loud voice (which I could hear clearly at the back of the church) and said “You may be a
hardheaded Irishman, but we all love, honor and respect you.” The entire church broke out in
applause — not a smattering of applause, but a resounding and sustained applause.

I relate this to you because it would probably be difficult for Father Seamus to relate it, and he
may think it not appropriate to do so; I relate it because I think you need to be aware of the deep
support that is felt here for Father Seamus.

Those who are casting stones are doing a great disservice to our parish family. This is a time
when we should be working together to resolve our differences of opinion and striving to keep
our parish family strong and united. It is not a time to create divisions and hard feelings based
on personal or special interests. The potential harm which might be caused by pulling Father
Seamus out of our parish family cannot be minimized; it would only serve to cause a deep and
lasting split of our parish. WE MUST AS ADULTS AND CATHOLICS FIND A WAY TO
WORK OUT DIFFERENCES WITHOUT TEARING PEOPLE APART, CASTING STONES,
AND DRAWING LINES OF DIVISION WITHIN OUR OWN PARISH.

Please don’t reinforce the negative few at the expense of the many in our parish who feel that we
are seeing growth, renéwal and positivé community impact. I ask instead that you offer to help
and work with those who have differences so that resolutions can be reached which will not
cause deep and lasting hard feelings within our parish. I pray that our parish family can find a
light to follow that will bring us healing and draw us together, not split us apart; I look to you
and your staff in the hopes that you can help lead us in that direction.

Respectfully,

Bei Royce .
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Bishop John McCormack
PO Box 310
Manchester, NH 03105-0310

Dear Bishop McCormack, 5/16/02

I have never written a letter to a Bishop before but I feel a great injustice has been done
regarding the demotion of my parish Priest, Father Seamus MacCormack.

I was raised Catholic along with my seven brothers and have also raised my children to
be Catholic but the decisions of the Church to let an inspiring young priest go while
protecting pedophiles is beyond my comprehension. If this is how the Church is now
being run than I am in the wrong Church.

The Priest before Father Seamus was neither inspiring nor emotional. My children did not
want to attend Mass because tre was out of touch with people. This former parish priest
could not even comfort my family in my Fathers hospital room at the hour of his death.
Father Seamus brought feeling back to the Church and when he asked for help with
Church renovations I was more than willing to make an extra donation. When he first
came into the Parish my mother was in the hospital about to undergo a serious operation
and he made the time to see her evenWith all the other meetings and events he had to be
at. He made my children smile and listen to him in Church which had not happened in
years. ' a

If the Church does not want Father Seamus than they do not want me. I take this YELY,

s AT T PTG VT D IR LT L IR [ ST R AR A Nt L R N A N
personally and feel many other parishioners will as well.

e e L R Jea TN e e e S T T T I B o

cc Father S. MacCormack Sincerely,
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Mlay 16, 2002

Fa., Seamus MacCormack
St. Patnick Chunch

87 Main St.

Jaftrey, NH 03452

Dear Fathen,

T wish to thank you for the fLeautiful giganiic nose I recedved
at 5 o'clock Mass on flay T1th. It was beauiiful and many
mothens might not have received a rose. I am sure you pleased
me and many olthens,

Evenything was nice aboul Mothen’s Day Mass except the announce-
ment you ane Leaving. This 48 venry upsetiing.

I have 2old several parishionens who wene not aewane of the
cccusations being made alout you. DBecause I am a convent I
am veny upsetl that the Bishop would ignonre the wishes of the
panishionens, as we alld think the wonfd of you.

Enclosed please Zind a copy of my Letien to Bishop fleConmack.
Don’t fet them push you away.

Sincenely,

~f

Leona P, Letounneau

Enec., (1)
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May 16, 2002

The Most Revenend John fclormack
Anchlishop of New Hampshine Diocese
PO Box 310

753 Ash Si,

Manchester, NH 03705

Youn Emminence:

[ aitended Mass, as usual, on flay 112h only Lo hear veny dis-
tunbing heart fneaking news faom Fathen Seamus MacCormack
that you have asked him Zo Leave. )

We ﬁggmgwatanding ovation aZ each fass,.

as_he is much _waenied
AT SVl M s g N I MR A ANE SR | I >z "‘m
24ty ol parishionens d 2y

int him 20 go.

I think you should give a second thoug en to Zh

people of the Chunch, In my Look you should please the people
and not Listen to a few troulle makens., Youn jok should be Zo
check things ouit fLefone you ask a good Priest to Leave, Ii Looks

like you have not checked the wishes of the people ai atl,

I Zind at this time the world fLeing venrny upsetiing with what is
happening with the Catholic Church. IL L4 no wonder you will
not fLe tnaining new priests. Who wants to take thai cbuse?

At loast Fr. Seamus has no accusations of immoralily.

Am e e e YT R SR LS T RS ROPR A -
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UhngAe s0 many aedigions Leing bnroken up into many? e have
what we want at this parnish. Ask him Zo stay, nol Zake a sabbatical

on a feave of cbsence.

I'm onfy a numben in the Chunch, but I do my shane., I know Clara
Landnry, Rita 0'Connon and Joe Compose are good panishionens,

even Protestants have ol jected to youn action in the Chunch., He
has Leen an asset to the Zowns of Rindge and Jaffrey. Please giv
this senious thought. I feel if anyone should siep out of thein
positions, it should be you and Candinel Law. Why haven’t you
considened taking ¢ fallot voie (yes and no) of the panishioners?
I don’t think you are @ very good Listener.

Sincerely,



John H. Van Ness, M.Div., Ph.D.

May 17, 2002

Fr. Seamus MacCormack
St. Patrick’s Rectory

220 Main St.

Jaffrey, NH 03452

Dear Fr. Seamus,

After reading in the Monadnock Ledger about your leave of absence from the priesthood last
evening, I want to let you know of my sadness and support. Although I don’t know you well, my
experience last fall of doing the blessing of animal ceremony with you made me want to know
you better. As a result of that experience | am convinced that, whatever the situation at St.
Patrick Church, you have a great love of animals. The accusation that you in some way have
abused your dog seems perfectly ridiculous to me. From my own experience I know that some
elements in any parish resist change. From what I read, and from what I have heard from Kurt
Merrick, you seem to be suffering from that situation. I myself was ‘fired’ from two ministerial
positions, one in a parish and another in campus ministry. So my heart goes out to you.

Our Lord never promised that our road would be easy. He did promise His presence and His
grace and strength. At the times of my own troubles I remembered Jesus’s parable of the vine
and branches, and I felt that I was undergoing some pruning and I tried to remain connected to
the root. Looking back, I can see that I have gained personally and spiritually from the situations;
but at the time it was just painful. I will be holding you in my prayers.

If you need a temporary place to be as you leave the church, or if you need a place for “retreat”,
we have a cottage that might be available. Our sons and their families as well as other friends
use it from time to time, especially in the summer. But if you have a need, let me know and we
can see if there is time available. If there is any other way I could be helpful, please let me know.

Peace,

John H. Van Ness



May 14, 2002

The Most Reverend John B. McCormack
Roman Catholic Bishop of Manchester
153 Ash Street

Manchester, NH 03105-0310

Dear Bishop McCormack,

Every day there is growing evidence presented that further implicates you in some of the most serious charges
ever to face the Catholic Church. Witness the article “Church Paid Legal Fees for Priests” in Monday’s Boston
Herald which states:

“In the Shanley papers there are notes of 1993 conversations about allegations against him between
attorney Timothy P. O’Neill of Hanify & King and Bishop John J. McCormack, Law’s former
personnel minister at the chancery and now bishop of Manchester, NH.

The notes suggest O’Neill indicated to McCormack that Shanley “doesn’t dispute the substance” of
allegations against him.”

To be accused of such horrible events and still refuse to make substantive public statements, let alone refusing
to stand aside from your duties until such events are cleared up, is truly a maliciously self-centered position. Is
this not also another example of double standards practiced by yourself (and others of the hierarchy)? Ifa priest
is so much as accused of anything wrong they are now immediately removed from their position and hustled off
to obscurity until facts are developed. You on the other hand, like Cardinal Law, remain in your mansions, in
your positions of prestige, and comfort. Is not the Shepard’s duty to protect the flock, even at the expense of his
own life? Shepards are not expected to cut and run. They are not expected to put their own personal comfort
ahead of their flocks. Is not the Catholic church deserving of more? Is not the Church of St. Peter deserving of
better stewardship than it is receiving from the current hierarchy? Are not the people of the Church in the areas
served by yourself and Cardinal Law deserving of better leadership, better administration, better moral
judgment? '

My mother had two cousins elevated to bishop: Loras Lane, Bishop of Rockford, IL and Justin Driscoll,
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, IA. I pray that they had no such involvement. [ believe that
they served the Church in a much different time and hopefully were never presented with such issues. I also
wish that none of the Church’s present day leaders had to bear this burden. However, into everyone’s life
comes an opportunity to make a moral choice and I believe that how we handle these moral choices in life plays
heavily into how we will be judged at life’s end. Many of today’s leaders of the Church have thus far failed in
their judgments and choices. But there are still opportunities for you, and the other leaders of the Church to
find, and follow, the high road. Even President Nixon, albeit under the threat of impeachment, finally decided
to spare the country additional grief and resigned. I think history would have judged Nixon as more courageous
if he had resigned earlier in the Watergate affair without waiting for the lawyers to hound him out. I also
believe that you, Cardinal Law, and others involved in the covering up of these outrageous crimes against those
Christ considers most precious, the children, would do not only a great service to yourselves, but most
importantly to the Catholic Church if you would likewise resign, or at least take a leave of absence until these
issues have been resolved. Every day that you procrastinate on making the tough moral choice adds to the
ridicule of the Church, to the ridicule of all the good priests valiantly striving to do God’s work, and to the
ridicule of all the efforts that we Catholic parents have made to try and raise our children as good Catholics. In
addition, you have set Evangelization efforts back several centuries.
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I would not be surprised if the next national poll of occupational trust would position Catholic cardinals and
bishops in the same moral esteem as used car salesmen. Whata legacy!

Adding insult to injury in your particular case is the shameful way that you have not only protested your
innocence in these abuse cases, while knowing that you have been involved in aiding and abetting the criminal
perpetrators, but most recently you have once again ignored the high road and traveled the ruts of poor
management in dealing with Fr. Seamus MacCormack. Here is another shameful case of you making the
cowardly decision rather than the moral decision and in so doing have driven a wonderfully talented and
potentially great young priest from our Parish, and perhaps from the priesthood itself. In these days of massive
mistrust of priests, due largely to the malfeasance of Cardinal Law, yourself and others in leadership positions,
by hiding these “monsters / predators” for so many years, it must be extraordinarily difficult for the good priests
to remain focused on their ministries. I know that some priest friends of mine, childhood and college pals, are
truly demoralized and fearful that anyone with even the slightest dislike for something they have said or done in
the performance of their Pastoral duties can ruin their lives in these days of a leaderless Church. Rightfully so,
priests today do not have confidence that they will be given fair treatment in the face of allegations. These are
good priests, doing God’s work, not pedophiles, not cowardly perverts preying on innocent children. These are
priests who are fearful that someone with any kind of axe to grind will get the ear of today’s distracted an
#rowardly leadership and without even the courtesy of valid hearings, the kind that any business is obfiged to_
“Provide their employees, will bé summarily abused themselves. = =" s T T RS
This abuse is continuing now, perpetrated upon Fr. Seamus, who was working very hard to rebuild St. Pafrick
Parish after so many years of neglect (neglect systematically ignored by yourself and your office). In‘the Tace
" of complaints from such a small number of people (each Wwith their ‘own stall and selfish motivés)*which pale
in comparison to the massive outpourings of love, trust, and appreciation expressed for Fr. Seamus at all of this
past weekends masses, you and your subordinate saw fit to ignore the letters of support from others in the
parish. You saw fit to ignore the personal pleas to yourself or to Bishop Christian on behalf of Fr. Seamus. In
so doing You once again abuised or condoned abuse of an innocent. The 2buse of Fr."Seamus. ‘Judging bythe
aforementioned outpouring of love and support for Fr. Seamus by virtually “full house” attendance at all this
weekend’s masses, you have once again created a monster. This time the monster will just as likely turn on
you, the same as the monster created by ignoring criminal activity is now turning on you. It started af'these
Thasses evidenced by the gasps of dis-belief and sorrow, accompanied by tears of sadness and frustration,
followed by standing ovations for Fr. Seamus at each mass. This is a wonderful faith filled parish that has been
steadily expanding in terms of attendance, and contributions since the arrival of Fr. Seamus. [ am certain that
you will feel the backlash of these same parishioners for some time to come in terms of attendance and
contributions. You most certainly will feel their lack of respect.

L ol e e . e R

At this point so much damage has been done under the stewardship of the Church’s current leadership that it
may well take centuries to repair. The longer you, and others in these leadership positions procrastinate in
doing the right thing the further the Church is pulled into the abyss. Please do the right thing.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Neyens



. —_— e

MICHAEL J. NE

April 21, 2002

The Most Reverend John B. McCormack
Roman Catholic Bishop of Manchester
153 Ash Street

Manchester, NH 03105-0310

Dear Bishop McCormack,

I understand that several parishioners of St. Patrick Parish in Jaffrey have aiready wrirten to you in regards to
Fr. Seamus MacCormack’s status with the Chancery but [ would appreciate an opportunity to be heard as well.
In the midst of all the problems in our beloved Catholic Church brought about by the sins of immoral priests,
and irresponsible cover-ups by Church leaders, this priest (Fr. Seamus) has been diligently going about the work
of St. Peter in building up his portion of Christ’s church in a very positive and profound manner. Now come
untruthful and malicious allegations of wrongdoing by a justifiably terminated employee, and the first chance
our Parish has had to be truly nourished in a manner our faithful people deserve and need, sounds like it is
coming to a cruel end.

I have been a member of St. Patrick Parish for the past eighteen years, and during this time served as a member
of the Pastoral Council for five years including three years as Chairman. This is a wonderful, faith filled parish,
populated by people to whom St. Patrick’s is more than a place for Sunday worship. For many in our
community St. Patrick Parish has been the center of their entire life. Many were baptized here, confirmed here,
married here, and buried family members from here. All of us, no matter how leng we have been parishioners,
love this parish and wish to stay involved with it and to feel spiritually nourished here. As you well know, to
the people in a parish, especially a rural one some distance from the Cathedral, the Church is personified by the
Pastor. We very seldom have the opportunity to see, or hear from the Bishop. Therefore, although the
hierarchy of the Church is responsible for the overall leadership of the Church, it is the Pastor on whom people
rely for their spiritual nourishment. The Pastor is the 2™ Lieutenant leading his Platoon through the day to day
battles of trying to be faithful to the precepts of Catholic teachings amidst the trials and tribulations of work,
family life, personal finances, raising children in a very secular world, and overall trying to live life according
to the teachings of Christ. Now, we understand, this is all at peril. Please do not make a determination about
Father Seamus’ fate, and the fate of St. Patrick Parish, without exhaustive evaluation which I am certain will
allow the truth about Father’s contributions to your flock in the Monadnock region to be made known. Failure
to do so would have a traumatic impact on our people, would severely jeopardize the welfare of St. Patrick
Parish, and would leave the Catholic Church with another severely blackened eye in (at least) this region of the
state.

After thirteen, or fourteen years under the guidance of Fr. Richard Kelley, this marvelous Parish was severely
ill. People were leaving the Parish to worship at other Catholic parishes, at non- Catholic parishes, and even
worse many stopped worshiping all together. Please see the enclosed minutes from 2 Confidential Executive
Session of the Pastoral Council meeting on October 7, 1993 in which the Vice-Chairman, and I presented this
memo and accompanying list of issues to Fr. Kelley in an attempt to stop the malaise. Please understand that I
know Fr. Kelley to be a very prayerful, and good man. However, during his time as Pastor our parish had . -
become severely stagnant. He was a very passive Pastor, allowing people to undertake ministries on their own
withour proper training or monitoring. The choir was a loose canon telling Father when they would “perform”
and what they would sing. Administration of day to day activities was largely entrusted to the parish secretary
(Ms. Jonell Johnson) who was ill-equipped to handle them and who was, even back in the early 50s,
recognized as a liability rather than an asset by most people having to work with her. Overall, St. Patrick’s
Parish was severely in need of new leadership. Fortunately, our prayers were finally answered in the form of 2
very dynamic new Pastor when you, surely with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, sent us Fr. Seamus
MacCormack.



During his short time thus far as our Pastor, he has gained the respect of the entire community (well I guess,
nearly the entire community, less a handful of parishioners who had been properly chastised by Fr. Seamus in
the course of properly performing his Pastoral duties). His impact on our entire community has been felt, and
admired by: town administrators; clergy from the other worshipping communities in Jaffrey; the administration
of the local high school and numerous students; the staff and students of St. Patrick School; the staff and
administration of our local area hospital and especially those in the Emergency Room; the volunteer members
of the local ambulance service, etc., etc., etc.. Most importantly, Fr. Seamus has had an extremely positive
impact on our Parish:

e Attendance at Mass is up considerably. The Parish census has increased by greater than 66%, and the
weekly offertory has likewise increased by greater than 66%. The current Pasteral Council would love
to have an opportunity to provide you the exact figures.

e Father Seamus’ homilies are rooted in the readings of the day and deiiverad in a positive, inspiring
manner (refreshing).

s Father Seamus is available to all, at all hours. In talking with the staff at the emergency room at
Monadnock Community Hospital, they have seen more of him in less than two years than his
predecessor in thirteen years.

o  Father Seamus takes the time to know people, to learn their names and their children’s names, and he
makes himself available to families to assist with family problems albeit with their marriage,
relationships with their children, or to counsel them in their faith. This is very much a welcome
change brought to us by this dynamic and giving Priest.

e Women now feel franchised, and welcome.

o People now feel welcome at St. Patrick’s liturgies. Families with young children in particular, have
expressed their deep appreciation for Father Seamus’ welcoming spirit, acceptance, and tolerance for
the noises children are bound to make.

e Father Seamus approached the Parish with such openness and sincerity in regards to appealing for
funds to accommodate very badly needed, and extensive, repairs to the Rectory that not only were the
required funds offered in record time, the contributions and pledges exceeded the initial request and
were, with the consent of the Parishioners, used to seed the funding for second tier repairs.

Please understand Bishop McCormack, that I am trying to help you see the profound difference the presence of
Father Seamus has had on St. Patrick Parish, and please understand that this is being written based on
discussions [ have had with others from the Parish, and is not, as you have chastised others, based on any input
or urging from Father Seamus. We are all very grateful to you for making him available to us and now we find
ourselves praving that you will not take him away from us. Not only has he made an exceptional contribution
to our Parish in less than two years, he has also made an exceptional contribution to the spiritual welfare of far
more people than I could assume to identify. This includes non Catholic members of the community in awe of
his leadership at the time of a tragic event that threatened to seriously divide our community (the death of a
young man on a snowmobile caused by the malicious actions of local youth, several of whom were from our
parish). This also includes the many families of accident victims consoled by the presence and loving nature of
Father Seamus meeting them in the emergency room. This is an excellent young priest, working very hard at
doing the work of St. Peter. He, like many of us, has probably not been blessed with perfection, and may have
even made an occasional mistake in the performance of his duties. But, who hasn’t? However, if you would
permit an open dialogue with Parish representatives, rather than listening only to the complaints of a few who
have been chastised and who have selfish reasons to complain, I am certain you would once again have the
confidence in Father Seamus that you had when first assigning him to St. Patrick Parish. He deserves to be
heard, and those of us who admire his Priestly efforts trust you will see fit to treat him justly. He will be
nominated for consideration as citizen of the year in Jaffrey. It would be very embarrassing to the parishioners
having to explain why our Church treated him so unjustifiably harshly while for years having coddled criminals.

Sincerely and Respectiully,

Michael J. Neyéns
(enclosure)



Bishop John McCormack
153 Ash St.
Manchester, NH 03105

Dear Bishop McCormack:

I am writing concerning the “demotion” of Father Seamus McCormack. I was raised a
staunch Catholic, attended eight years of Catholic School, and upon receiving my
teaching degree I taught in Catholic Schools until moving to New Hampshire two years
ago. Iarrived in New Hampshire at almost exactly the same time at Father Seamus did.
My husband retired from the military service after 22 years of service. During that time
we have lived all over the United States and have worshipped under many different
priests. 1served on the Parish Council in my previous parish. In all those years as a
Catholic I have rarely meant a priest as gifted a spiritual leader as Father Seamus.

1 am appalled that you let a very petty and extremely vocal minority lose this man to t&e
Bt R o ey i L e I I I LI A S AN PR PR
_priesthood. The clearly took advantage of the church’s “Zero Tolerance” policy to sway

TN Ly A . .« . .
"Jour decision. I have forgiven the Church for the errors in judgement made during the
current “crisis in the church”, but I will not soon forgive what has been done here.

Matthew 18:12-14, .....”will he not leave the ninety-nine out on the hills and go in search
of the stray?”..... How will the Church as a whole and you as an individual answer my
grief?

[ am returning the enclosed offertory envelopes. I will no longer need them.

Sincerely,

Kathleen F. John

Enc.: 15 offertory envelopes



Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter I sent to the Bishop. My prayers are with you
in this current turmoil.
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Dear Auntie Jonell, S
This is perhaps the most difficult letter I have ever felt the need to write.

When I came back home and began working in the family business, [ know I made Grandpa proud. But, many
times, the feisty side of me really upset him. It was a topic of many of our conversations about what was “good
business in a little town”. Every time someone appeared to be attempting to stiff us on a bill, I was more than
willing to jump into court and haul them in on theft of services charges. But Grandpa would reel me in as he was a
lot easier going than I was. He would always say that “it’s happened before and it’ll happen again, every once and a
while is okay and it’s just how things are” and he would turn the other cheek. Then someone else in the same family
would die and he would go through it all again and still not be paid and still not say a word about it. You probably
know the names, but Grandpa was the best teacher for me in that respect. He taught me a lot about life in this small
town and how to operate this business smoothly without ruffling a lot of feathers. Dad has been able to continue to
keep my political side quiet too, by always emphasizing the importance of not choosing sides and not taking a
chance of angering one side just to please another.

Dad isn’t out in the mornings like I am, [ usually get the mail and a cup of coffee and get to socialize at the same
time so I don’t know if Dad has heard these rumors or not and [ don’t know if it is true or not, but, it is being
whispered around town that you are going to file a lawsuit against Fr. Seamus. That is not exactly trying to live in
this small town without ruffling feathers in my opinion! Ican’t get a cup of coffee anymore without someone
talking to me about you so [ have had to start patronizing Dunkin Donuts more to try to stay out of whatever is going
on!

If it is true, | really hope you have taken the time to consider the “family business™ and how sooner or later, either
the press or the general public are going to somehow connect you with us and assume that because you are a
Cournoyer, that all of us other Cournoyers support you in this litigious effort. This will put Dad and I in an
extremely difficult position — one that neither of us wants to be in. 1 also hope you fully understand that the family
business is a “religious sensitive” business. You know as well as I do that we were started as the “catholic funeral
home in town™ and if it were ever perceived that we supported you in any kind of lawsuit against the catholic
church, it could potentially close us down by setting all of the churches around here against us.

Losing a job has the same effects on someone as when someone dies. Denial, Anger, Bargaining, Depression,
Acceptance. It is okay to feel angry about whatever happened but anger is only one of the steps. Acting out on this
anger is not going to get any job back and it will ruin any chance you will ever have in getting another job around
here. Just as the rumors are flying about this, your reputation after a lawsuit like this will precede you anywhere you
go.

Auntie Jonell, this is the worst part of this letter, mostly because | am not even sure if the rumor is true. I just hope
you will understand that because of our business, and because of our neutral position in all that seems to matter in
this town, that Dad and [ will not be able to support you. In fact, if anyone were to ask us anything about whatever
is going on, we will have to be very public in defending our neutral position and therefore very public in not
supporting you.

I am very hopeful that all of this is not true and that I have just wasted my time, but I do know what you have said to
us and therefore I do feel the need to be very concerned and that is why I have gone out on a limb and written this to
you.

Auntie Jonell, we all love you and we feel badly about you losing your job. You are family and just like losing
Nana and Grandpa, your family is here to support you with this loss. “It’s happened before and it’ll happen again,
it’s just how things are” '

Like I said, I really hope this was a waste of time. 1 hope this is all a nasty rumor of revenge and that it’s not true. I
just couldn’t take the chance that it is true and leave all of this unsaid.

Love, Mark



From: Mark Oocq:ov\mﬂ‘

To: Fr. Seamus MacCormack
<stpatrick@monad.net>

Date: Wednesday, March 20, 2002 11:54 PM
Subject: My little contribution

Howdy!

As you will see, | did try to walk on the innocent side of the fence for

this letter and | did use a slight twist of guilt also, but | think doing so

had a much better outcome than anything else may have had. This brought
out a very quick phone call saying she was not suing anyone and that she
didn't have any idea how the rumor got started.

Like | said earlier, the rumor is out and the support for you is great, both
in strength and in number!

Still waiting for my drink,

Mark

05/07 .
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diccese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become a role model, epitomizing

the true and genuine Christian; a mentor to our children, visible in our

schools and community, supportive and proud of their accomplishments; a
source of comfort to the elderly and ill, and 2n invalvabie inspiration by

living what he preaches. We, the undersigned. can attest to Father Seamus’
fine character and to the contribution he has mads in securing a

peaceful, prayerful‘way of life for us all.

a more

W//,iu' ip2d ] /mé/f,c’/// L=
A’f//ul @
m Lone i
? Qo Cx M \;f% Mo
—S—QM kv/wc(i\/‘b
Kol ecd Stnon g
Martneed Seamedu
\\%f%nw g (v»“#mmo
y n& 2 LO()L [t V}Mﬂ&n o

C’aALOL;(‘ adbe




We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become a "o‘xe model, epitomizing

the true and genuine Christian; a mentor o our caildren, visibiz in o
-

schools and community, supportive and pro ““eLr ccomplishmenis: 1

source of comfort to the elderly and ill. and an invaluable inspiration by
living what he preaches. We, the unders g:ecl, ¢an atiast o Father Seamus’
fine character and to the contribution he has macs in securing a mors

peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all. ‘

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the whole
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we fullv intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become a role model, epitomizing
the true and genuine Christian: a menzor 1o our children, visible in ou

schools and community, supportiva and oroud o[ Tneir accompiisnmenis:
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source of comfort to the elderiv and ili. and 2n invaiable in
living what he preaches. We, the undersigned, can afiest to rather Seamus’
fine character and to the contricution ne nas macds in :
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all.

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the whole
parish/community voice be heard. With unwave ing reselve, we fully intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become 2 role model, epitomizing
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor tc our children. visible in our i

schools and community, supportive and proud of thelr accomplishments: a
source of comfort to the elderly and ill, and an invaluzble ‘nspiraticn o
living what he preaches. We, the undermg d. can attest 1o father Seamus’

fine character and to the contribution he has made insecuring
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all.

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the wholz
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we fully intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become a role model, epitomizing
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor to our children. visible in our
schools and community, supportive and proud of their accomplishmems: 2

living what he preaches. We, the unders1gned can atest 1o P ather Seamus’
fine character and to the contribution he has made in securing 2 morz
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all. -

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the whole
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we ful
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become a role “nodel eoitomizing
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor 0 our children. visible in our

1o

schools and community, supportive and proud of their acc 11snmems, a
source of comfort to the elderly and ili, anc an 'm ‘aluable ‘msm ation by
living what he preaches. We, the undersigned, can attest to Father Seamus’
fine character and to the contribution he has made in securing a more
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all. :

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the whols
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resclve, we fully intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become a role mode], epxtomz_u
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor to our children, visible in our
schools and community, supportive and oroud of their accomplishments; 2
source of comfort to the elderly and ill, and an invaluable inspiration b+
living what he preaches. We, the undersigneq, can attest to Father Sea;nus’
fine character and to the contribution ne has made in securing a more
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all.

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the whole
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we fully intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become 2 role model, epitomizing
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor to our children. visible in ouwr
schools and community, supportive and proud of their accomplishments: 2
source of comfort to the elderly and ill, and an invaluable inspiration 2%
living what he preaches. We, the undersigned, can attest 1o Father Szamus’
fine character and to the contribution he has made in securing a mor:
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all.

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the whole
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we fully intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and mendsmp to
our church and the community. He has become a role mode‘ ouomzlnc
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor to our children. visibie in our
schools and community, supportive and pioua of their accompiishments: 2

* source of comfort to the elderly and ill, and an invaluable inspiration o
living what he preaches. We, the undersigned, can attest o Father Seamus’
fine character and to the contribution he has made In securing 2 mors
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us all.

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that ! the whole
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we fully intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and riendship to
our church and the community. He has become a zole modsl, evitomizing
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor 0 517 shildren. visipis imour
schools and community, supportive and orouc of their accompiisnmenis: &
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source of comfort to the elderly and ill, and 2n invaluablie inspiration v
living what he preaches. We, the undersignac. can attast 1o Tather Seamus
fine character and to the contribution he has made in securing a mors
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us ail.

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the whol
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we fully intend
to support Father Seamus in this matter.
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We are aware that a few issues questioning Father Seamus’ character
have been brought to the attention of the Diocese of Manchester. In the
almost 2 years since Father Seamus arrived as pastor of St. Patrick Parish, he
has brought a loving sense of understanding, forgiveness and friendship to
our church and the community. He has become a role model, epitomizing
the true and genuine Christian; a mentor to 2ur children. visidle in our
schools and community, supportive and prouc o7 their accomplisn
source of comfort to the elderly and ill, and 2n invaiuable nspi
living what he preaches. We, the under:x;A . can attest 1o Father Seamus
fine character and to the contribution he has made in sacurin;
peaceful, prayerful way of life for us ail ‘

Considering this, we feel it is imperative that the wholz
parish/community voice be heard. With unwavering resolve, we fuily intend
to supportt\Father Seamus in this matter.
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| nave known Father Seamus for 7 ey . He has helpedh%e; my family,

or someone | know (please circle all that apply) by:
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| have known Father Seamus for (% oy ‘a . He has helpe@m_
or someone | know (please circle all that apply) by: -
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of s3und character and that the alle

gations brought

against him are not true.
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l beheve that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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or someone | know (please circle all that app'y) By s

/’/L!l; N / lg/f,/ﬂ) &/2"&/[ 7¢,£/.22.///
AL
220 ,"f,c-».uxjh/f Q. // 2L ;_./r‘ AR

| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true. ( Ao ) Caino e
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sgund character a;d that the allegations brought
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegdtions brought
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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| believe'that Father Seamus is of sound character and that the allegations brought

against him are not true.
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